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Brazilian government sources told reporters Sept. 29 that President Jose Sarney will visit the Soviet
Union in 1988, most likely in May. The announcement was released during an official visit in Brasilia
by Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze. An invitation to Soviet Communist Party leader
Mikhail Gorbachev to visit Brazil has been accepted in principle, although Moscow has not yet
mentioned a date. Shevardnadze arrived in Brasilia Sept. 28, where he met with President Sarney,
Brazilian Foreign Minister Roberto de Abreu Sodre and other officials. On Tuesday, during a
ceremony hosted by the Brazilian National Assembly, the Soviet minister and Constituent Assembly
chairman, Ulysses Guimaraes, delivered speeches on respective nations' foreign policy concerns.
Shevardnadze focused on the need for world-wide disarmament, particularly in terms of nuclear
weapons, as a means to achieve not only international peace, but also to free resources for Third
World development. The return to civilian rule by Brazil and other Latin American nations, he said,
creates conditions for a democratization in international relations on the basis of equality among
nations. According to Shevardnadze, peace through disarmament is the only way of ensuring that
humanity's enormous financial and technological resources are employed in development, and
the construction of a new more equitable international economic order. Guimaraes declared that
Latin American nations, and Brazil in particular, are unwilling to accept a "classical solution" to the
foreign debt problem, which would only serve to maintain unequal economic relations between
the Third World and developed countries. "Classical solutions," he said, "create unemployment,
inflation, and above all, increase poverty in our socieites." Schevardnadze met with de Abreu Sodre
in the afternoon to discuss bilateral relations and conclude preparations for global cooperation
accords in economic and trade issues, science, technology, culture and sports. The accords were
scheduled to be completed on the morning of Sept. 30. Bilateral trade has declined significantly in
recent years, from $834 million in 1983 to $310 million last year. Shevardnadze was the first Soviet
foreign minister to visit Brazil. (Basic data from AFP, 09/29/87)
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